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Outline 
1) General  aspects of post-operative healing 
2) Review post operative wound care 
3) Discuss management of post-operative wound 

complications 
4)  Identify preventative strategies of wound 

complications 
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Phases of wound healing 



Factors affecting wound healing.

        Local 

Medications Systemic 

      Nutrition 
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Describing the incision/wound  
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TYPES 













Dressing should be discontinued less 
than 24 hrs when… 
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Haematoma Management 
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Collection of specimen for culture 
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Case 1 -60 yr old female 
• A fib w/ rapid ventricular response for years 
• PPM in 2007, pack changed November 

2014 
• PMHx: CAD, HTN 
• Sick for 2 weeks w/fever; tx with oral 

antibiotics, fatigue, and loss of appetite 
• Multiple visits to family physician treated 

with antibiotics  





Microbiology of Cardiac Device Infections 

Baddour L M et al. Circulation. 2010;121:458-477 



Prevention is Better than Cure 

•  Active Surveillance of high risk patients - think 
outside the wound 

•  Barrier Precautions – aseptic technique -dressings  
•  Compulsive Hand Hygiene – 4 moments   
•  Disinfection / Environmental Cleaning- NS/

Chlorhexidene 
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Case 2 - 85 year old male with ICM%
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Haematoma 



Haematoma Management 
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Case 3 - 88 year old male%
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Do Not 
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Typical signs of wound/pocket 
infection 
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Local care of the skin%
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Dressing 
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Patient care  of the incision 

Wash hands with soap and water Remove dressing 3 days after 



Patient care  of the incision 
        Pat dry   Remove steri strips if they have not fallen 

off after 7 days 
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Initial evaluation and empiric antibiotic therapy for cardiovascular implantable electronic 
device infection.  
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How to determine the duration of therapy for cardiovascular implantable electronic device 
infection.  


